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Honda, Bay Area Leaders Hail BART Funding Win 
FY06 Appropriations Bill Includes Federal Funds for Key Rail Project 
 
WASHINGTON, DC — U.S. Rep. Mike Honda (D-San José) today succeeded in his push to secure 
further federal funding for the Bay Area Rapid Transit (BART) extension to Santa Clara County, 
securing $6.5 million in the fiscal year 2006 Transportation and Treasury Appropriations bill that 
passed both chambers of Congress today. 
 
Championed in the congressional appropriations process by Congressman Honda and U.S. Senator 
Dianne Feinstein (D-CA), other Silicon Valley leaders welcomed the successful request, which 
sought funds from the Federal Transit Administration’s (FTA) “New Starts” account to continue 
preliminary engineering work for the BART to San José extension. 
 
“It was a hard fight getting Silicon Valley the federal dollars it deserves, especially at a time of 
soaring budget deficits and the rising costs of war and counterterrorism programs,” Honda said.  “By 
securing these funds from FTA’s New Starts account, we have pushed the BART-to-San José 
extension one step closer to reality.” 
 
“This step continues the essential long-term federal investment in the future of economy and the 
quality of life in our region,” said Mayor Ron Gonzales.  “This is great news for our residents, 
commuters, and employers in San Jose, Silicon Valley, and California.” 
 
”BART to Silicon Valley will serve 111,500 daily trips by 2030, serving commuters heading into 
and out of  Silicon Valley’s congested corridors,” said Silicon Valley Leadership Group’s President 
and CEO, Carl Guardino.  “We are indebted to Congressman Honda, Senator Feinstein and our 
united Bay Area delegation for championing the needs of workers throughout the region.” 
 
The Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority (VTA) has received approval from the FTA to 
enter into Preliminary Engineering for the BART-to-San José project, with work tentatively 
scheduled for completion in December 2006 
 
“Silicon Valley’s population continues to grow and serve as the workforce for the nation’s leading 
base of innovation,” Honda said. “These New Starts funds represent the next step in our work to end 
bottlenecks in the Bay Area.” 
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